
Principal news – Monday 16 March 2020 
 

COVID-19 update 
 
 
Dear parents and carers  
 

Overnight we have received updated advice from the NSW Department of Education who are providing regular updates 
in consultation with the Department of Health. Updates will continue to be shared as quickly as possible on our school 
Facebook page and in written form. As a school we are undertaking the following actions and provide the following 
advice to our school community. The actions being recommended state wide are designed to “flatten the curve” of the 
infections to reduce the stress on public health systems at any given time.  
 
Stay home if you are sick – the school will approve exemption for any student who remains at home with respiratory 
symptoms. Likewise we will provide exemption for students with valid reasons eg poor immune system, vulnerable 
family member etc. Please continue to notify us of the reasons for any absence. No medical certificates will be required 
for this purpose. If your child displays symptoms of any respiratory nature while at school we will contact you a soon as 
possible and request that they are taken home.  
 
Absent students will continue to receive the SMS notification daily. Apologies if this causes annoyance however if you 
have already provided an explanation of absence then you do not need to do so repeatedly. 

 
If your child develops flu like symptoms please: 

• Keep your child at home; 

• Avoid close contact with others such as touching, kissing or hugging, or any mass gatherings especially those 
involving other children; 

• Seek medical advice if your child and call ahead to the medical centre or doctor’s surgery advising of your 
child’s symptoms. 
 

Personal hygiene – we are regularly reminding students about hand washing and sanitation. Our cleaning staff are  
doing additional daily sanitisation of high touch areas such as desks. It may be worth considering your child bringing  
some hand sanitiser of their own to school. We are also reminding students of the need to cover coughs and sneezes.  
This is all just standard good hygiene practice anyway. 
 
Assemblies – Formal school assemblies indoors will be discontinued until further notice. It is also requested that 
parents who regularly come to our morning lines please drop children off and depart in a timely manner until further 
notice. 
 
Excursions – All excursions out of the school, sports gala days, competitions with other schools and whole school 
internal events such as carnivals will also cease until further notice 
 
Staff conferences and travel – Staff will not be approved to attend events outside of the school at this time. 
 
School Photos – These were scheduled for 25 March. They have been postponed until Wednesday 21 October. 
Parents who have already placed orders may certainly leave these in for when photos do occur. 
 
Parent visits – We would request at this time that parents when entering the grounds do so only when essential and 
minimise the time spend in school grounds unless necessary. 
 
International travel – Individuals arriving from any destination overseas are now required to self-isolate for 14 days, 
including Australian citizens.  
 
Provision of school work – where students are unable to attend school due to mandatory self-isolating they will be 
provided with learning materials. Where students are absent due to illness there is no expectation they complete school 
work. 
 
Suspected or reported cases of COVID-19 - please notify the school immediately if your child is a suspected or 
diagnosed case, or if your child has been in contact with a known case. We are required to notify the Department of 
Education in these circumstances.   

 
Why is the school not closing?  - Please see information on the back of this sheet which has been provided by NSW 
Health in relation to this question. 
 
Thank you 
Peter Nichols, Principal  
 



 
 

Information from NSW Health re school closures  
 
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee has met to consider the issue of school closures in relation to the 
community transmission of COVID-19. The Committee’s advice is that pre-emptive closures are not likely to be 
proportionate or effective as a public health intervention to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this time.  
There is currently limited information on the contribution of children to transmission of COVID-19, with the WHO-China 
Joint Mission noted the primary role of household transmission and observed that children tended to be infected from 
adults.  
Previous work suggests that the potential reduction in community transmission from pre-emptive school closures may 
be offset by the care arrangements that are in place for children who are not at school. Children may require care from 
vulnerable grandparents or may continue to associate (and transmit infection) outside of school settings.  
Broadly, the health advice on school closures from previous respiratory epidemics shows the costs are often 
underestimated and the benefits are overestimated. 
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-ahmppi.htm.  
This may be even more so in relation to COVID-19 as unlike influenza, the impact on otherwise healthy children has 
been minimal to date.  
School closure is associated with considerable costs. Studies have estimated that around 15% of the workforce and 
30% of the healthcare workforce may need to take time off work to care for children. While this effect could be mitigated 
somewhat, it is likely that this burden will still be significant and will fall disproportionately on those in casual or tenuous 
work circumstances.  
For pre-emptive school closures to be effective, prolonged closure is required and it would be unclear when they could 
be re-opened. If there were still a large pool of susceptible students when schools are re-opened, there would be likely 
to be re-emergence of transmission in the community.  
School closures may still be considered late in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates, for a shorter 
period of time. Short term reactive school closures may also be warranted to allow cleaning and contact tracing to 
occur.  
At this stage, the spread of COVID-19 in the community is at quite low levels. It may be many months before the level of 
community infection is again as low as it is at the moment.  
A decision to close campus operations now on the current level of community transmission may therefore see schools 
closed for many months.  
A number of countries around the world have implemented either nationwide or localised school closures, at different 
times in the evolution of the local epidemic. Some countries have also closed schools in a reactive manner following 
identification of illness in a school member. Some of these countries are now considering their position in relation to re-
opening schools.  
Singapore has had success in limiting the transmission of COVID-19 in the community without closing schools. Other 
countries are working in different contexts, including Northern Hemisphere countries making decisions at the end of 
winter with COVID-19 being accompanied by influenza in the community.  
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-emergencies/coronavirus-school-closures  
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee will meet on Monday and Tuesday to review advice on the 
operation of boarding facilities in schools. Further advice will also be provided this week on school sport. The advice in 
relation to school closures will continue to be reviewed at daily meetings of this Committee.  
Schools should implement a range of other strategies to reduce transmission, including the promotion of personal 
hygiene measures (handwashing, reducing face contact, cough etiquette), physical distancing, reducing mass 
gatherings (eg school assemblies), and reducing the mixing of students (eg reduced use of common areas, staggered 
lunchtimes, and reduced after school activities and inter-school activities).  
Schools should also reinforce existing policies to exclude students and staff who are unwell, and current policies 
requiring quarantine for those who have recently travelled overseas. It is also important that the learning needs of 
students who are excluded from school are met.  
 
Dr Kerry Chant PSM  
Chief Health Officer  
NSW Health  
15 March 2020 

 


